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Botanical Notes. 

Shortia galacifolia, Gray. — Prof. C. S. Sargent has found 
another station for this rare plant. He says, " I discovered last 
September in the Blue Ridge, near the boundary between North 
and South Carolina, Shortia, in what is believed to be Michaux's 
original locality." 

Spiranthes Romanzoviana. — A. D. Webster (Garden, xxx., p. 
253), tells us that " in all probability this plant has been extermi- 
nated in Ireland, for the two boggy fields in the County of Cork 
where it grew have been ploughed up and planted with pota- 
toes ; but F. W. Burbidge (Gard. Chron., xxvi., p. 471) thinks 
that at Bearhaven, Wales, where it has been collected, it has not 
yet "been evicted." It is figured in the Gard. Chronicle (xxvi., 
p. 400; xxi., p. 465.) 

A Botanist's Ramble in Central America. By J. H. Hart. 
(Pamphlet, 8vo, 42 pp., Kingston, Jamaica, 1886.) This is an 
interesting account of a six weeks' trip to the mainland of Cen- 
tral America, made by the author in company with the Rev. VVm. 
Griffith, a missionary. The time was mostly spent near the great 
lagoon of Chiriqui, where many interesting plants were collected, 
among them a new tree fern, Hemitelia Hartii, Baker. Note is 
made of five varieties of the chocolate tree (Theobroma Cacao) 
cultivated, and a distinct wild species, T. bicolor, H. and B., known 
as Indian chocolate, was also met with. Palms and ferns were 
extremely abundant and in great variety. A list of the species 
collected is appended. 

The Correspondence of Carl Von Linne. The Swedish 
Academy of Sciences has issued a work with this title, containing 
a record of all the correspondents of this famous naturalist, with 
their addresses, dates of birth and death, as well as the date of 
each letter. (Nature.) 

Proceedings of the Club. 

The first autumn meeting was held Oct. 12th, Dr. J. S. New- 
berry in the chair, and 3 1 persons present. The following were 
elected active members : J. W. Martens. Jr. ; W. Beuttenmueller ; 
Miss Winifred Edgerton, Ph. D. ; Miss M. G. Tyler ; Miss Mabel 
Hodges ; Thos. E. Jevons, and Henry Ogden. 
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F. Le Roy Sargent, Volney M. Spaulding, W. M. Wilson, A. 
B. Seymour, Miss Emily L. Gregory, Ph. D., Geo. E. Daven- 
port, Eugene A. Rau, David F. Day, M. S. Bebb, T. J. Burrill, 
B. E. Fernow, and F. V. Coville, were elected corresponding 
members. 

From the report of the Field Committee the following locali- 
ties for rarer plants are taken : Near Little Ferry, N. J., a 
Habenaria, intermediate in appearance between H. ciliaris and 
H. blephariglottis, having lemon-yellow flowers; at Metuchen, 
N. J., Bidens chrysanthetnoides, with tubular ray-flowers. The 
excursion to Swimming River, N. J., in search of Limnobium 
Spongia, reported by Dr. Knieskern in his Catalogue of the 
Plants of Ocean and Monmouth Counties, published in 1857, 
failed of its object. 

Mr. Southwick showed a branch of the Cedar of Lebanon 
from Central Park, bearing a fully developed cone. Prof. 
Schrenk remarked that he had collected the cones of this tree in 
Prince's Garden, Flushing, L. I. Dr. O. R. Willis exhibited 
specimens of Erica cinerea, E. Tetralix and Calluna vulgaris 
from Nantucket, and Prof. Day reported the last as naturalized 
in the Park at Halifax, N. S. Judge Addison Brown distributed 
specimens of Onoclea Struthiopteris from the vicinity of Litch- 
field, Conn. Dr. Britton remarked that the fern had now been 
collected at many points in the valley of the Delaware River, ex- 
tending as far south as Trenton, N. J. Prof. Schrenk exhibited 
the European Dodder, Cuscuta Epilinum, growing on flax from 
Greenwich, N. Y. Mrs. Britton reported having collected 
Equisetum arvense, var. serotinum, at Mahwah, N. J., and 
Habenaria Hookeri, var. oblongifolia, Paine, at the base of Green 
Pond Mt, near Newfoundland, N. J., and exhibited specimens. 
She also showed Mr. C. G. Pringle's last collection of Mexican 
ferns, with a series of interesting photographs sent by Mr. Daven- 
port, and stated that on consulting the Columbia College Herb- 
arium, two specimens of the new Notholana Pringlei had been 
found — one collected by Dr. Gregg, labelled, " Rock fern, Rocky 
hills, N. W. of Mapimi, April 17th, 1847," and another collected 
by Dr. Newberry at Sierra Rica, Chihuahua, December, 1882; 
both have been pronounced to be N. Pringlei by Mr. Daven- 
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port. Dr. Britton read a communication from Rev. E. E. But- 
ler, and showed specimens of nuts and leaves sent by him from 
a tree growing near Morristown, N. J., which seems intermediate 
between Juglans cinerea and some species of Carya ; the 
leaves are 3 or 5-foliate and pubescent ; the nuts shorter than 
those of the Butternut, and otherwise different. Dr. Newberry 
read selections from the address of Wm. Carruthers before the 
Section of Biology of the British Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, printed in Nature of Sept. 9th, 1886. 

A Letter from Commissioner Colman to the Botanists of the A, A. A. S. 

Department of Agriculture, ) 
Washington, D. C. October 20th, 1886. $ 
To the Members of the Botanical Club of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science : 

Ladies and Gentlemen : I have noted with extreme gratification the interest 
you have taken in the work established by me in this Department, relative to the in- 
vestigation of the fungus diseases of plants ; and the resolutions you have passed com- 
mending my action and assuring me of your support and aid in securing the necessary 
means for the continued and successful prosecution of this most important undertaking 
are fully appreciated, and I wish to thank you on behalf of the farmers and fruit 
growers of the country, in whose interest and for whose direct benefit this work is 
designed. 

As you are well aware, only a few of the more important plant diseases have been 
thoroughly worked out by scientists, and the little that has been done — little when 
compared with what there is to do, but a great deal when considered by itself — has 
been the result of private effort on the part of some of your own well-known mem 
bers. Such obscure diseases as the peach yellows, the cotton rust, and the "foot rot " 
of the orange tree, demand immediate attention, and, for their proper elucidation, we 
need to command the services of our most skillful investigators, giving them opportu- 
nities to make special studies in the field until the knowledge desired is gained. As 
you have well suggested, a liberal supply of funds is required for this work. 

In addition to the assistance in this particular, to which you have so generously 
pledged yourselves, I beg leave to call your attention to the fact that you, as botan 
ists, knowing our cultivated and native plants and the fungus parasites infesting them, 
may do much valuable service as observers in your respective localities, by recording 
such facts as may come to your notice relating to this subject, and by collecting and 
transmitting to the Department material useful in the investigations, or that may serve 
to record the distribution of the injurious species of fungi. 

Facilities for this work, and a free use of the mails, will be accorded those who 
may have such notes or materials to transmit, and the source of all matter that may be 
used for publication will be properly credited. 

Again thanking you for your hearty commendation of my course in relation to 
the subject, and assuring you that I shall continue to do all in my power to further 
the work, I remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

NORMAN J. COLMAN, 

Commissioner. 



